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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BGEN, CASC, UR 

SUBJECT: CRAWFORD CASE - DISTURBING STORIES 

-1. AS BACKGROUNDER ON ONE DISTURBING ASPECT OF 
CRAWFORD CASE, EMBASSY SUBMITS FOLLOWING TWO VIGNETTES: 
CRAWFORD HIMSELF WAS RECENTLY TOLD THAT JOHN DEERE 
COMPANY HAD QUERIED HAROLD SCOTT OF US-USSR TRADE 
AND ECONOMIC COUNCIL REGARDING FACTS OF CRAWFORD 
CASE. SCOTT'S RESPONSE, ACCORDING TO CRAWFORD'S 
SOURCE, WAS, "WE HAVE BEEN FULLY INFORMED ON 
THIS CASE BY MR. SUSHKOV, AND ARE ACTING IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THAT INFORMATION." WHILE PATENT 
ABSURDITY OF IMPLICATIONS OF SCOTT'S ALLEGED RESPONSE 
IN NO WAY NEGATES POSSIBILITY OF ITS BEING ACCURATE, 

EMBASSY, OF COURSE, HAS NO MEANS OF CONFIRMING IT 
OR SIMILAR STATEMENTS. HOWEVER, MERE FACT THAT 
SUCH STORIES CIRCULATE IS IN ITSELF DISTURBING, HAS 
LIKELY DELETERIOUS EFFECT ON CRAWFORD'S REPUTATION, 

AND CAN ONLY BE DESTRUCTIVE TO HIS OWN MORALE IN 
ALREADY EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES. THESE 
EFFECTS ARE ONLY MAGNIFIED IF REPORTS PROVE ACCURATE. 
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2. FURTHER, DANGER OF SUCH TALK IS ILLUSTRATED BY 
RECENT CASE OF U.S. BUSINESSMAN, FREQUENT VISITOR TO 
MOSCOW, WHO TOLD COMOFF THAT QUOTE STREET TALK UN- 
QUOTE AMONG MEMBERS OF INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS COMMUNITY 
IN MOSCOW REFLECTS VIEW THAT JAY CRAWFORD IS PROBABLY 
GUILTY TO SOME DEGREE OF CHARGES SOVIETS HAVE 
LODGED AGAINST HIM. PREVALENT OPINION, HE SAID IS 
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THAT SOVIETS WOULD NOT BE QUOTE SO STUPID UNQUOTE AS 
TO MAKE A CASE AGAINST CRAWFORD WITHOUT SOME HARD 
EVIDENCE. WHEN COMOFF QUESTIONED HIM FURTHER IT 
BECAME APPARENT THAT INFORMANT DID NOT IN FACT KNOW 
WHAT CHARGES WERE. HE HAD QUOTE BEEN TOLD UNQUOTE 
THAT CRAWFORD WAS ACCUSED OF TRADING IN SERIES "D" 

COUPONS. COMOFF IN RESPONSE NOTED WHAT ACTUAL 
CHARGE WAS, COMMENTED ON APPARENT LACK OF EVIDENCE, 

AND SUGGESTED BUSINESSMAN INJECT THE FACTS INTO THE 
LOCAL BUZZ. TOON 
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